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The Results of the Paris Peace Conference and the Treaty of Versailles

DIRECTIONS: Today you will be examining the results of the Paris Peace Conference and the resulting Treaty of Versailles. 

STEP 1: Read the following results of the Paris Peace Conference and Treaty of Versailles. In pairs, you will divide up the 5 parts as such… Partner A read numbers 1, 2, and 3, while Partner B reads numbers 4 and 5. Then you will teach your section to your partner.
THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES

None of the Big Three (Britain, France and US) was happy with the eventual terms of the Treaty.  After month of negotiations, all of them had to compromise on some of their aims, otherwise there would never have been a treaty.

The main terms are divided into FIVE main areas:
1) WAR GUILT

This clause was simple but was seen by the Germans as extremely harsh as they had to accept the blame for starting the war.


Consequences
· The Germans bitterly resented being blamed for the War.  They felt they were being blamed because they had lost.  The leader of the German representatives said, “An admission that we alone are guilty is a lie.”
2) REPARATIONS

The BIG 3 agreed, without consulting Germany, that Germany had to pay reparations to the Allies for the damage caused by the war.  The exact figure was not agreed until 1921 when it was set at $32 billion.  If the terms of the payment had not later been changed in 1929, Germany would not have finished paying this bill until 1984.

Consequences

· Germany found it impossible to pay the reparations.  The US had to lend huge amounts of money to Germany to help it to pay.

3) GERMAN TERRITORIES AND COLONIES

Germany’s overseas empire was taken away.  It had been on the causes of bad relations between Britain and Germany before the war.  Former German colonies became mandates controlled by the League of Nations, which effectively meant that France and Britain controlled them. Germany’s European borders were very extensive, and the section dealing with former Germany territories was a complicated part of the Treaty. In addition to these changes, the Treaty also forbade Germany to join together with its former ally Austria. Germany could now focus on its position in Europe.

Consequences

· The plan was that the new countries created in Eastern Europe (the Balkans) would be a buffer around Germany.  But when Germany began to build up its strength again after the War, the new countries were too small and weak to stand up to Germany.

· It became a matter of pride for Germany to recover its European lands, especially because these contained many Germans who wanted to be a part of Germany.

4) GERMANY’S ARMED FORCES

The size and power of German army was a major concern of the BIG 3, especially France.  The Treaty therefore restricted German armed forces to a level well below what they had been before the war.

· The army was limited to 100,000 men

· Conscription (draft) was banned—soldiers had to be volunteers.

· Germany was not allowed armored vehicles, submarines, or aircraft

· The navy could build only six battleships

· The Rhineland became a demilitarized zone. This meant that no German troops were allowed into that area.  The Rhineland was important because it was the border area between Germany and France.

Consequences

· German soldiers and sailors bitterly resented this.  They wanted to rebuild their forces.

· Instead of keeping a massive army, Germany built a small, very professional army which could quickly train extra troops if needed.

· While they were in the Rhineland, Allied troops did help keep France safe.

5) LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Previous methods of keeping peace had failed and so the League of Nations was set up as an international ‘police force’. Germany was NOT invited to join the League until it had shown that it was a peace-loving country.

Consequences

· Without its own armed forces there was a danger of the League becoming just a ‘talking shop’ which would not be able to make countries take notice of what it said.

· The US never joined the League of Nations, which severely weakened it.  Germany was not a member until 1926, and Russia not until 1934.

STEP 2: On a separate sheet of paper, answer: Was the Treaty of Versailles successful in creating a JUST (fair) and long lasting peace? Or did the Treaty of Versailles simply point the World in a direction of another world war and why? Pay close attention to consequences of each of the 5 Main Terms. This step is done individually; attach another piece of paper if necessary.
